Vital Lessons from the School of Hard Knocks

It doesn’t matter how smart you are, when you were born, or where you live — you are going to get knocked
down. But if you can learn from the School of Hard Knocks, it’s just a matter of time before you reach your
dreams!

By Paul J. Meyer
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Life Lesson #1: Seize the day!

Develop a seize-the-day attitude by staying alert, being a good listener, and having your radar out for every opportunity
to meet people and to expand your horizons. Seize the day by seeing the potential in other people and encouraging them
to use it, having a loving heart and a forgiving spirit, and helping as many people as you can in as many ways as you can
in as many places as you can for as long as you can.

Life Lesson #2: Take personal responsibility

Responsibility applies to every area, attitude, and action of your life. When you accept personal responsibility for your
life, the whole world looks different. When you know it is up to you, you prepare better, study more, learn more, and have
greater resolve. When you accept personal responsibility for your life, you also learn to use more of your God-given tal-
ents.

Life Lesson #3: Think outside the box

Set your imagination free - be creative, inventive, and resourceful, and think beyond the obvious. Remember that real
intelligence is the creative use of knowledge — not merely the accumulation of facts. Using your mind to think outside the
box will help you become more imaginative, inventive, and creative than your counterparts and will be both personally
satisfying and personally profitable.

Life Lesson #4: Never, never, never give up!

“One more time!” That is how many times you must get up after someone knocks
you down, criticizes, or attacks you. Refuse to stay down, and enter the game of
life even more enthusiastically than before. Never give mental recognition to the

possibility of defeat. This approach will provide you with an invincible attitude of “|

can, and | will” Remember that 90% of all failure comes from quitting too soon, so Cltaitie ~Framentions” Jons
hanging on with persistence will give you the best possible chance of reaching

your goals. Hanging on until success comes is the essence of determination and ' ,
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There are many, many more valuable lessons to be learned through the School of t Sh :
Hard Knocks, so never drop out! When you start out as a serious student in this o are
school, you will be mostly raw material. But as you work your way through the

courses, every knock will enhance your understanding and help you grow a little
wiser, and every knock will open a door to a greater possibility.

— it’s yours, if you want it!
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